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AN INTRODUCTION 


Location 


Spirit River, the western terminus of the 
Northern Alberta Railway branch line that 
leads west from Rycroft, is located on section 
22-78-6-W6 in census division No. 15. 

The town’s altitude is 2,072 feet above 
sea level; latitude 55/47; longitude 118/50. 


Population 
Town population: 1,130 (1971 census). 
Trading area population: 6,469 (1961 
census). The trading area extends north 30 
miles, south 15 miles, west 40 miles, and 
east four miles. 


Weather* 
Average summer temperature: 54 degrees 


Average winter temperature: 20 degrees 
Average annual temperature: 34 degrees 


Average annual rainfall: 9.8 inches. 

Average annual snowfall: 63.3 inches. 

Average annual total precipitation: 16.13 
inches. 

*Averages are estimated from surrounding 
weather stations and cover a period of 38 
years. 


Geology 

The Lower Smoky River Shale or Kaskapar 
formation forms bedrock at Spirit River. The 
shales of this formation are dark to black 
marine shales of the Upper Cretaceous Age. 
These shales are notably lacking in good 
water horizons. 


Soil 

Spirit River is in a transition soil zone 
which is described as follows: 

Profile: Generally quite mixed, ranging 
from nearly black to grey. The surface horison 
consists of a thin layer of semi-decomposed 
litter (AO) which may be absent in burned 
over areas, underlain by a mineral horizon 
that can usually be divided into two parts. 
The upper (A1) part may be black, grey 
black or dark brown. The lower part (A2) is 
frequently somewhat leached in organic mat- 
ter and considerably greyer than the A1. The 
total depth of these surface horizons averages 
about 10 to 12 inches. The B horizons are 
generally dark brown in color and lime is 


found at depths of about 30 to 40 inches. 

Fertility: These soils are usually not as 
rich as those of the black zone. Leaching of 
the surface horizons has resulted in the loss 
of some of the plant foods. 

Vegetation: Mainly woodland in which the 
tree growth is frequently denser and has more 
evergreens than in the black zone. 

Land Use: A system of mixed farming that 
includes legumes in the crop rotation, supp- 
lemented with applications of fertilizer when 
required, should be practiced for best results. 


History 

The town is named after the Spirit River, 
a small stream 2% miles south of the town- 
site. Spirit River is the translation of the Cree 
Indian name “Chepe Sepe” meaning Ghost 
River. This name appears on oid maps. 


The original setthkement was along both 
banks of this stream. It grew around two 
trading posts: one operated by the Hudson's 
Bay Company, and the other by Revillion 
Freres. These posts continued to do business 
on this site until 1919. They were located at 
the crossing of two trails which led to other 
trading posts. 

Following the usual pattern of develop- 
ment, Christian missions located near these 
trading posts. The Roman Catholic mission 
was transferred from Dunvegan to Spirit 
River by Father LeTreste in 1903; the Dun- 
vegan Post having ceased operations in 1900 
when Fred Bedson was the factor. Next came 
the Presbyterian mission in 1903 headed by 
Mr. Simpson, which lasted until 1906. The 
Anglican mission was established in 1906 
by the Rev. Johnston. Mrs. Johnston started 
a mission school in 1908. In 1909 a regular 
school was built and the mission still sup- 
ported it. Mrs. Schisler, sister of Mrs. Hugh 
Allen and Mrs. V. C. Flint who later lived in 
Beaverlodge, taught at this school in October 
1909. 

Fhe following are some of the earliest 
white settlers and the year of their arrival 
at Spirit River: Charles Bremner, 1891; F.J.H. 
Bedson, 1896; Geo. E. McLeod, 1898; J.J. 
Brooks, 1898; W.S.O. (Bill) English, 1898; 
nae, Celliin, Wetoile J ge IDL lesokem), iSton!: 
B.D. Brooks and family, 1901; C. Garnett, 
1901; J. Dodge, 1901; Geo. Tanton, 1901; 
R. Ward, 1901. 

Prior to 1891 Charles Bremner was frei- 


Spirit River main street features a variety of stores and services. 


ghting supplies from Edmonton to the Hud- 
son's Bay Post at Dunvegan. In 1889 he 
brought 15 head of cattle from Edmonton 
to Dunvegan. Some of these were registered 
Angus stock. He also brought three pigs from 


Edmonton to Spirit River in 1894. They cost 
$120 landed at Spirit River. 

Bremner was the first person to do any 
farming in the Spirit River district, on some 
land near the trading post at Spirit River 
in 1891. In 1895 he entered into a farming 
partnership with Peter Gunn, when they 
bought out a cattle and horse ranch which 
the fur trading company had attempted to 
start at Spirit River without success. 

Charles Bremner, Peter Gunn and Frank 
Beatton left Scotland together in 1884 when 
they were all 18 years of age to enter the 
service of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Peter 
Gunn subsequently was sheriff for the Peace 
River district. Frank Beatton was chief fac- 
tor for the Hudson’s Bay Company in the 
Northwest. 

Charles Bremner’s first job after he arriv- 
ed at Fort Dunvegan was to cut the grain crop. 
A Canadian cradle hung in the post but no 
one knew how to use it. They used the sickle 
instead. Bremner had learned how to use a 
cradle in Scotland, so he pitched the sickle 
into the river. The grain was treshed with a 
flail. He decided this method of threshing was 
too arduous so he built a threshing corral; 


this consisted of a raised floor made of poles 
on which sheaves were spread. He would 
then drive wild horses or steers within the 
enclosure surrounding this floor and the 
trampling of the animals on the sheaves shook 
out the grain which dropped between the 
raised floor poles to a receptacle below. 

About 1887 the Roman Catholic mission 
at Dunvegan obtained a hand operated thre- 
shing mill from France. This machine was 
moved to several points, including Grande 
Prairie. Its final resting place was the Roman 
Catholic mission at Sturgeon Lake. Charles 
Bremner made an attachment for this ma- 
chine so that itt could be operated by horse- 
power. 

Some of the old timers were among those 
who set out for the Klondike in the 1898 
gold rush. The Esplen brothers came thr- 
ough the Mountain passes from British Co- 
lumbia. 

W.S.O. English and H.E. Calkin were 
visiting Edmonton in February 1903 when 
they verbally agreed to form a partnership 
without any written contract. This partner- 
ship lasted for 16 years of general trading 
and farming. They squatted near the Spirit 
River in 1903 when they returned from Ed- 
monton with seed oats. They broke and sowed 
10 acres to oats in 1903 and harvested their 
first wheat in 1906. Their first cow and calf 
were obtained as payment for guiding a party 


of squatters in 1904. English worked out 
freighting while Calkin stayed on the farm. 
Bill English was the first postmaster in the 
Spirit River district. The post office was in the 
English and Calkin store. 

The first store to open on the present 
townsite was Napoleon Dupres and C. Know- 
les was the first postmaster. 

The Roman Catholic church was built in 
1906. Father Hisse was the priest in charge. 

The Spirit River prairie contains about 
900 square miles. This land was surveyed for 
homesteads in 1907 and again in 1909. The 
townsite was surveyed in 1915. 

A small community hospital was establish- 
ed in 1932. In 1934 a ten-bed hospital was 
built. In 1942 a 44 patient hospital was 
built and operated by the Grey Nuns of Otta- 
wa. The Municipal Hospital District No. 60 
was established in 1950. A new 50 bed hos- 
pital, Central Peace General, now in opera- 
tion, is run by the Hospital District Board. 

The railroad arrived in 1916, and the 
grading was continued 55 miles further west 
the same year to Pouce Coupe. The steel has 
not been extended beyond Spirit River. 

The hamlet of Spirit River became a vill- 
age June 13, 1916. E.D. Carter was the first 
mayor and R.A. Harrington the first secretary- 
treasurer. It was incorporated as a town Sep- 
tember 18, 1951 with C.A. Gudlaugson as the 
first mayor and H.C. Gordon, secretary-trea- 
Surer. 

A branch of the Union Bank was opened in 
1916 with W.G. Hart as manager. This bank 
was subsequently taken over by the Royal 
Bank of Canada. 

Fire destroyed the hotel in 1917. In 1921 
the whole business section was destroyed by 
fire but was soon rebuilt. In the fire of 1948 
four grain elevators were destroyed; three of 
these were rebuilt. 

The first electric light plant was establish- 
ed by a private concern in 1920. The munici- 
pal diesel-electric plant was installed in 1942 
and enlarged in 1947. This plant was sold in 
1952. Power is now supplied by Alberta 
Power. 

Spirit River School Division No. 47 was 
established November 7, 1940. Spirit River 
School District No. 3361 was established May 
11, 1916 and was included in the Spirit River 
School Division No. 47 January 1, 1945. 
St. Marie Roman Catholic School District No. 
36 was established February 23, 1948 and 
is not included in the division. 


Historic Sites 


Old Hudson’s Bay Post and Roman Catho- 
lic Church, three miles southeast of town. 

Roman Catholic Church and _ Bishop's 
House at Dunvegan. These buildings were 
erected in 1867. 

Cairn at Dunvegan to mark the location 
of Fort Dunvegan established in 1804 by the 
Hudson's Bay Company. 


LIVEABILIT Y 


Fine homes grace town’s residential areas. 


Spirit River lies 17 miles southwest of 
Dunvegan, 87 miles from Peace River and 
44 miles from Grande Prairie on Highway No. 
49. It is a terminus on the Northern Alberta 
Railway. The townsite slopes upwards to the 
south. The wide main street is lined with 
concrete sidewalks and many modern stores. 

From the main street there is a splendid 
view of the prairie farmland that stretches 
north with a descending slope toward the 
Peace river. It is the social and shopping 
centre, the health and educational centre, the 
servicing centre for agricultural machinery, 
and the shipping point for a 900 square mile 
territory. 

The total area of the town is 299 acres. 
Thirty acres have been devoted to parks and 
playgrounds, and roads and streets account 
for 24.75 acres. Of a total of 3.5 miles of 
roads and streets, one mile is paved, 1.4 miles 
gravelled, and 1.1 miles unopened. There are 
six miles of concrete sidewalks. 

There is transportation by rail and truck, 
and communications by mail, telegraph and 
telephones. 

Health facilities consist of a new 50 bed 
hospital, three medical doctors, one dentist, 
one public health nurse and drug _ store. 

The public school system teaches grades 
1 - 12 and the Roman Catholic separate 
school system teaches grades 1 -6. 

There is a public library, several clubs 
and service organizations; also summer and 
winter sports facilities which include a swi- 
mming pool with wading pool, artificial ice 


curling rink and an arena along with a large 
community hall that provides an outlet for 
public service and spare time activities. Five 
churches serve the spiritual needs of the 
community. One bank and an Alberta Govern- 
ment treasury branch provide financial faci- 
lities. A 22-room hotel and a 10 unit motel 
provides accommodation for travellers. 

There is three phase 60 cycle power sup- 
plying electrical needs; and gas, water and 
sewers are installed. 

The district population is made up of 
about 14% French-Canadians, 35% Ukranian 
extraction and the balance Anglo-Saxon. 


ADMINISTRATION - UTILITY SERVICES 


Civic Government 

The town is governed by a mayor and six 
councillors, elected for three year terms. The 
secretary-treasurer administers the town’s 
affairs in accordance with the policy set by 
council. 


Tax Structure 
1972 Assessment: 


Improvements 
Business 

Power, pipeline 
Total Assessment 


1971 Mill Rate: 
Municipal 

School 

School Foundation 
Hospital 

Health Unit 

Total MillRate 


Law Enforcement 

An RCMP detachement of one corporal 
and four constables polices the town. A 
visiting police magistrate from Grande 
Prairie holds court in Spirit River regularly. 

There is a building and zoning by-law. 
Plans for new buildings, alterations to build- 
ings and removal of buildings must be ap- 
proved by council. 

Electrical installations must comply with 
the requirements of the Alberta Electrical 
Proctection Act. 

Sanitary installations must comply with 
the requirements of the Provincial Health 
Regulations. 


Fire Protection 

There is an eighteen member volunteer 
fire brigade. 

Equipment includes one 1500 gallon tan- 
ker, one 1964 pumper truck, 1200 feet 22 
inch hose, 1200 feet 1% inch hose, fog no- 
zzles, ladders, hooks, axes, etc., and an elec- 
tric fire siren. 


Water and Sewer 

Water is obtained from the Spirit River 
and is piped into a reservoir. 

Rates: First 2,000 gallons or less used per 
month: $5. 


Next 100 gallons or less used per month: 
25¢€ per 100 gallons. 


Water Analysis:* 


Parts per million 
Total Solids 
Ignition Loss 
Hardness 
Sulphate 
Chloride 
Alkalinity 
Nature of Alkalinity ... Bicarbonate 
of lime & magnesium 
Nitrites 
Nitrates 


*Chemically this water is suitable for 
human consumption after iron content has 
been settled out. 

There are 6.5 miles of water mains; 2.2 
miles of storm sewers; and 6.3 miles of san- 
itary Sewers. 


Electric Power 


Three-phase 60 cycle power is supplied 
by Alberta Power under a franchise. 


Natural Gas 

Natural gas is supplied under a franchise 
by Northland Utilities. 

Domestic rates: First 2 MCF or less used 
per month, $3.00; All additional MCF used 
per month 61¢. 

Industrial rates can be obtained from the 
company. 


L. P. Gas 
Heat value 2,521 b.t.u. per gallon at 60 F. 
100 Ib. bottles $6.50. 
Bulk, 18¢ per gallon. 
There is no bulk storage tank in town. 


Diesel Fuel 

Heat value 135,000 to 140,000 b.t.u. per 
gallon at 60 F. 

Setls for 21.9¢ per gallon. 


Coal 

Obtained from Forestburg field, although 
little is used by town residents. Rates per ton 
are $16.50 lump; $15.50 egg; and $15.60 
stoker. 


HEALTH SERVICES 


Central Peace General Hospital is a new 50-bed facility. 


Spirit River General Hospital District No. 
60 operates the local hospital, with a capacity 
of 50 beds and eight bassinets. The staff con- 
sists of nine graduate nurses, 10 nurses’ aides, 
two ward aids, one orderly, one engineer, and 
kitchen staff. 

Daily Ward Rates: 

Semi- 
Public private Private 
Resident Nil $1.40 $3.40 
Non-residents $1.00 $2.40 $4.40 


Other Health Services 
Grande Prairie Health Unit calls monthly. 
There are three medical doctors, one den- 
tist, one public health nurse, and a drug store 
in town. 


Central Peace Clinic built in 1972 has staff 
of five doctors. 


a : x ? aie —— & 


Pleasant View Lodge for senior citizens accommodates 5O, overlooking the valley. 


EDUCATION 


RES 


Over 300 students from town and area attend secondary school. 


The Spirit River School District No. 3361 
is part of Spirit River School Division No. 47. 
Grades 1 to 12 are taught along with the 
following optional subjects: typing, art and 
drama. 

In the elementary school (grades 1 to 6) 
there are 12.5 teachers, 269 pupils and an 
opportunity room. In the secondary school 
there are 23.5 teachers and 381 pupils. In- 
dustrial arts, home economics, business ed- 
ucation, and drama are offered. There are 
track facilities for both schools. 

The St. Marie Roman Catholic Separate 
School District No. 36 teaches grades 1 to 6. 
There are 3 teachers and 80 pupils. 


ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION 


Churches 


Anglican, Roman Catholic, United, Grace 
Gospel Chapel, Greek Orthodox. 


Organizations, Clubs, Societies 

Masonic Lodge, Eastern Star, Rebekahs, 
Royal Canadian Legion, Legion Auxiliary, 
Kinsmen, Kinettes, Knights of Columbus, 
Catholic Women’s League, United Church 
Ladies’ Aid. 


Cultural Activities 

The Spirit River Community Library is 
located in the town hall. The library is spon- 
sored by the town, provincial government 
grant and membership fees. It is open every 
Tuesday from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., Thursday 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. and Saturday from 
22S 0tOj50) puns 

School activities include music, art and 
drama. 

Band - 34 members. 


Youth Activities 


Boys: Scouts and cubs. 
Girls: Guides and brownies. 


Sports 
Baseball: senior, junior and midgets; hoc- 
key: senior, junior and midgets; softball (lad- 
ies), curling, figure skating, and swimming. 
Facilities: Covered curling rink with four 
sheets artificial ice; covered arena for skat- 
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age 


Grace Gospel Chapel is one of five local churches. 


ing and hockey (natural ice) seats 1,500: 
baseball diamond, — school playgrounds, 
swimming and wading pools. 


Fairs 


An agricultural fair, with area participa- 
tion, is held at Rycroft. 


Theatres and Halls 

Capacity Stage Piano 
300 platform ~_—_yes 
398 no no 


500 platform yes 


Legion Hall 
Avalon Theatre 
Centennial Hall 


ieee 


Recreation complex includes arena, curling rink, Centennial Hall. and swimming and wading pools. 


BUSINESSES AND SERVICES 


Government Offices 

Federal: Post Office, Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police Detachment. 

Provincial: Government Telephones, Trea- 
sury Branch, Spirit River School Division 
No. 47 office, Superintendent of Schools, 
Liquor Store, District Agriculturist, Public 
Health Nurse, Depatment of Municipal 
Affairs. 

Municipal: Municipal District of Spirit 
River No. 133 headquarters; town hall, fire 
hall, secretary-treasurer and_ staff, public 
library. 


Business Establishments 
Type of No. of 
Business Establishments 


Books & Stationery (see Drugstore) 

Butchers 

Building Contractors 

Clothes(men’s & women’s) 

Cominackorsineavy COMSts)iisc- ses. seccseess sees sseee ss 2 
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Furniture (see hardware) 

General Stores 

Garages & Service Stations 

Grain Elevators 

Hardware 

Hotels 

(iimallenima@ nine VNC |uy cccasepseeeeecn a ynocnbnateonsaneeseaopectser 3 
Ins. & Real Estate 


Oil Distributors 
Painters & Decorators 
Plumber 

Pool Room 

Propane Gas Agents 
Radio & TV Repairs 
Restaurants 

(Dairy Drive Inn) 
Sporting Goods (see Hardware) 
Trailer Court 

Welding Shop 


Provincial Building houses various 
government offices. 


Financial Facilities 


Royal Bank of Canada, Alberta Govern- 
ment Treasury Branch. 


Co-operatives 


Alberta Wheat Pool, Oil Distributors, 
Co-op Lumber Yard. 


Travel Accommodation 


Spirit River Hotel has 26 rooms ($4.75 
and up), and is licensed to serve beer. 
The 49 Motel has 10 units, ($7.50 and up) 


Transportation 

Northern Alberta Railway, providing frei- 
ght service only. 

Daily truck service to Edmonton and Gran- 
de Prairie. 

Daily bus service. 

An airstrip is being developed. 


Communications 


Alberta Government Telephones, NAR 
Telegraph, Post Office. 


Media 

Newspapers: The Post (weekly) printed at 
Fairview; The Herald-Tribune (daily) printed 
at Grande Prairie. 

Radio: CFGP, Grande Prairie, is nearest 
station. 

Television: Reception received from sta- 
tions CBXT and CFRN, Edmonton. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Grain elevators indicate agriculture’s significance in area. 


Sites 

Residential sites and industrial sites ad- 
jacent to tracks are available from the town 
and private owners at reasonable prices. The 
town has 29 pre-serviced lots for sale. 


Resources 


Wheat and coarse grains, forage crops and 
several types of grass seeds, straw; horses, 
cattle, sheep and hogs; dairy products, poul- 
try products, honey; lumber, gas (natural), 
sand (common) gravel. 


Current Industry 


Industrial development at Spirit River star- 
ted with the Hudson’s Bay Company fur tra- 
ding post. Then came farming and lumbering. 
The first wheat was grown in 1906 and it was 
1908 before grain production caught up with 
the local consumption. There was no develop- 
ment until the railway arrived in 1916. 

Since that time it has been the railroad 
terminus and is now the shipping point for a 
large area. The major industry is mixed farm- 
ing. The district produces excellent cereals 
and forage crops, also several varieties of 
grass seed. There is a total storage capacity 
of 600,000 bushels available in the six ele- 
vators. 


Enquiries 

Enquiries about Spirit River should be di- 
rected to: 

Spirit River Chamber of Commerce, 

Spirit River, Alberta. 

or 

Town of Spirit River, 

RROnBoOxmls0: 

Spirit River, Alberta. 

Telephone: 864-3998 


